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DECLARATION OF ALYCIA A. DEGEN IN SUPPORT OF DEFENDANTS' MOTION FOR SUMMARY
JUDGMENT (GEORGE) 

Alycia A. Degen (SBN 211350) 
adegen@sidley.com 
SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP 
555 West Fifth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Telephone:  (213) 896-6682 
Facsimile:  (213) 896-6600 

Attorneys for Defendants and Specially 
Appearing Defendants Bayer Corporation, 
Bayer HealthCare LLC, Bayer Essure Inc. and 
Bayer HealthCare Pharmaceuticals Inc. 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF ALAMEDA 

COORDINATION PROCEEDING 
SPECIAL TITLE [Rule 3.550], 

ESSURE PRODUCTS CASES 

THIS DOCUMENT RELATES TO: 

Martinez et al. v. Bayer Corp. et al, Los Angeles 
Superior Court, Case No. BC662859 
(regarding Plaintiff Valerie George only) 

JCCP No. 4887 

ASSIGNED FOR ALL PURPOSES TO: 
Judge Winifred Y. Smith, Dept. 21 

DECLARATION OF ALYCIA A. 
DEGEN IN SUPPORT OF 
DEFENDANTS’ MOTION FOR 
SUMMARY JUDGMENT, OR, IN THE 
ALTERNATIVE, FOR SUMMARY 
ADJUDICATION (VALERIE 
GEORGE) 

 

[Filed concurrently with: 
Notice of Motion and Motion; 
Memorandum of Points and Authorities; 
Separate Statement of Undisputed Facts; 
Declaration of Alicia Lowery; Request for 
Judicial Notice] 

Reservation ID: R-2137240 

E-Served: Apr 24 2020  3:16PM PDT  Via Case Anywhere



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
2 

DECLARATION OF ALYCIA A. DEGEN IN SUPPORT OF DEFENDANTS' MOTION FOR SUMMARY
JUDGMENT (GEORGE) 

Date: January 15, 2020 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Place: Administrative Building 

1221 Oak Street, Dept. 21 
Oakland, California 94612 

Judge: Winifred Y. Smith 



 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
3 

DECLARATION OF ALYCIA A. DEGEN IN SUPPORT OF DEFENDANTS' MOTION FOR SUMMARY 
JUDGMENT (GEORGE) 

 

DECLARATION OF ALYCIA A. DEGEN 

I, Alycia A. Degen, hereby declare as follows: 

I am an attorney licensed to practice law in all the courts of the State of California.  I am a 

partner with the law firm of Sidley Austin LLP, counsel of record for defendants and specially 

appearing defendants Bayer Corporation, Bayer HealthCare LLC, Bayer HealthCare Pharmaceuticals 

Inc., and Bayer Essure Inc. (collectively, “Bayer”) in these coordinated proceedings, JCCP No. 4887, 

including the case listed in the caption to this declaration.  This declaration is submitted in support of 

Defendants’ Motion for Summary Judgment or, in the Alternative, Summary Adjudication (Valerie 

George).  The facts set forth in this declaration are within my personal knowledge.  If called as a 

witness, I could and would competently testify as follows. 

1. Attached hereto as Exhibit 124 is a true and correct copy of Plaintiff Valerie George’s 

Short Form Complaint, served via Case Anywhere on April 9, 2019. 

2. Attached hereto as Exhibit 125 is a true and correct copy of the Master Complaint filed 

in this JCCP as Exhibit A to CMO No. 10 on August 28, 2018. 

3. Attached hereto as Exhibit 126 is a true and correct copy of this Court’s Order 

(1) Overruling Demurrer to Affirmative Defenses in Answer, (2)  Granting In Part Motion on Choice 

of Law, and (3) Addressing Case Management, filed in this JCCP on May 20, 2019. 

4. Attached hereto as Exhibit 127 is a true and correct copy of the Court’s Order 

(1) Sustaining Without Leave to Amend Demurrer to Claim For Negligent Risk Management in Short 

Form Complaint of Katie Elder (2) Sustaining Without Leave to Amend Demurrer to Claim for Direct 

Failure to Warn in Short Form Complaint of Summer Frost and (3) Granting Motion to Strike 

Allegations In Complaints in Elder v. Bayer Corp., Case No. RIC1717556 (Riverside Super. Ct.) and 

Frost v. Bayer Corp., Case No. CIVDS1716459 (San Bernardino Super Ct.), filed in this JCCP on 

October 2, 2019. 

5. Attached hereto as Exhibit 128 is a true and correct copy of the Court’s Order on 

Preemption Demurrer, filed on August 2, 2016 in the following included actions:  Lance v. Bayer 

Corp. et al., Case No. RG16809860, Migliaccio v. Bayer Corp. et al., Case No. RG16809292, Bianchi 
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v. Bayer Corp. et al, Case No. RG16813262, Brown v. Bayer Corp. et al., Case No. RG16813616, 

Birruete v. Bayer Corp. et al., Case no. RG16809875, Hyde et al. v. Bayer Corp. et al., Case No. 

RG16812313, Journey v. Bayer Corp. et al., RG16810409, Mattern v. Bayer Corp. et al., 

RG16809878, Parades et al. v. Bayer Corp. et al., Case No. RG16804887, Ripperger v. Bayer Corp. 

et al., Case No. RG16804878, and Webb v. Bayer Corp. et al., Case No. RG16809876. 

6. Attached hereto as Exhibit 129 is a true and correct copy of the Arkansas Supreme 

Court’s slip opinion in Despain v. Bradburn, No. 07-714 (Ark. Feb. 7, 2008), superseded on reh’g 

282 S.W.3d 814, retrieved by the Arkansas Reporter of Decisions on September 12, 2019. 

7. Attached hereto as Exhibit 130 is a true and correct copy of certain excerpts from the 

certified transcript of the deposition of Cem Sarinoglu, M.D., taken in Forrest City, Arkansas on April 

12, 2019. 

8. Attached hereto as Exhibit 131 is a true and correct copy of certain medical records 

produced by Plaintiff Valerie George via MDL Centrality on or about February 25, 2018. 

9. Attached hereto as Exhibit 132 is a true and correct copy of certain excerpts from the 

certified transcript of the deposition of Plaintiff Valerie George, taken in Memphis, Tennessee on 

March 6, 2019. 

10. Attached hereto as Exhibit 133 is a true and correct copy of Plaintiff Valerie George’s 

verified Third Amended Plaintiff Fact Sheet, served via MDL Centrality on or about March 1, 2019. 

11. Attached hereto as Exhibit 134 is a true and correct copy of Plaintiff Valerie George’s 

Further Responses In Response to Defendants’ First Set of Contention Interrogatories Nos. 1, 13, 35, 

36, 37, 41, and 42, served via email on July 22, 2019. 

12. Attached hereto as Exhibit 135 is a true and correct copy of Plaintiff Valerie George’s 

Further Responses to Bayer’s First Set of Contention Interrogatories Per Referee’s Recommended 

Order No. 20, served via email on September 19, 2019. 

13. Attached hereto as Exhibit 136 is a true and correct copy of the expert report of Denise 

Willers, M.D., served via encrypted ShareFile on October 4, 2019. 
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14. Attached hereto as Exhibit 137 is a true and correct copy of the expert report of Steven 

M. Grover, M.D., served via encrypted ShareFile on October 4, 2019. 

15. Attached hereto as Exhibit 138 is a true and correct copy of certain excerpts from the 

certified transcript of the deposition of Amitasrigowri Murthy, M.D., taken in New York, New York 

on October 23, 2019. 

16. Attached hereto as Exhibit 139 is a true and correct copy of certain excerpts from the 

certified transcript of the deposition of Denise Willers, M.D., taken in St. Louis, Missouri on 

November 2, 2019. 

17. Attached hereto as Exhibit 140 is a true and correct copy of certain excerpts from the 

certified transcript of the deposition of Steven M. Grover, M.D., taken in Salt Lake City, Utah on 

November 18, 2019. 

18. Attached hereto as Exhibit 141 is a true and correct copy of the Superior Court of New 

Jersey, Middlesex County’s opinion in Sandobal v. Bayer Corp., No. MID-L-4930-17 (Aug. 31, 2018). 

Executed on this 22nd day of November 2019, at Los Angeles, California. 

 

             

     Alycia A. Degen 
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Plaintiffs’ Co-Liaison Counsel 

E-Served: Sep 12 2018  6:51AM PDT  Via Case Anywhere



Exhibit A

Plaintifffs’ Co-Liaison Counsel 
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/s/    Jacquelyn Aguirre 
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